
A West Babylon man is
among two defendants arrested
for allegedly selling the lethal
dose of heroin and fentanyl that
caused the February overdose
death of New York transgender
activist Cecilia Gentili, federal
prosecutors said Monday.

Antonio Venti, 52, of West
Babylon, and Michael Kuilan,
44, of Brooklyn, were each
charged with distribution of
heroin and fentanyl causing
death and with conspiracy to
distribute in connection with
drugs Gentili allegedly pur-
chased from Venti the evening
before her Feb. 6 death, the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the East-
ern District of New York said in

a news release. Kuilan, who
prosecutors said allegedly sup-
plied Venti with the lethal dose
the activist purchased for $100,
is also facing gun charges.

“Cecilia Gentili, a prominent
activist and leader of the New

York transgender community
was tragically poisoned in her
Brooklyn home from fentanyl-
laced heroin,” U.S. Attorney
Breon Peace said. “Today, the al-
leged perpetrators who sold the
deadly dose of drugs to Gentili
have been arrested.”

Prosecutors said a series of
text messages and cellphone lo-
cation data linked the two men
to the sale. Gentili had inquired
about purchasing a “bundle”
from Venti on Jan. 30, court
records show. Venti then sent a
text message to Kuilan asking
him to increase an order he had
already made for drugs because
he needed to “get something
for a friend,” according to a bail
letter filed by prosecutors Mon-
day. Venti’s cellphone data also
shows he was in the same loca-

tion as Gentili on Feb. 5, prose-
cutors said.

Investigators found 30 grams
of fentanyl contained in “hun-
dreds of baggies” and a hand-
gun while executing a search
warrant inside Kuilan’s
Williamsburg apartment on
March 12, court records show.

Venti and Kuilan, who both
have prior felony convictions,
face the possibility of life in
prison if convicted on the top
charge related to the activist’s
death. They were scheduled to
be arraigned in federal court in
Brooklyn Monday afternoon.

The New York City Office of
Chief Medical Examiner con-
ducted an autopsy and toxicol-
ogy analysis of Gentili and
found she died of acute intoxi-
cation caused by the combined

effects of fentanyl, heroin, xy-
lazine and cocaine. Gentili’s
blood reflected lethal concen-
trations of fentanyl and heroin,
prosecutors said.

A former sex worker who suf-
fered addiction and was jailed
at Rikers Island, Gentili be-
came a transgender health pro-
gram coordinator, a nonprofit
policy director, and a lobbyist
for health equality and anti-dis-
crimination legislation, among
other advocacy work, The Asso-
ciated Press reported.

Venti and Kuilan were ar-
raigned by U.S. District Court
Judge Brian Cogan at the federal
courthouse in BrooklynMonday.
Kuilan was released on a
$250,000 bond and Venti was re-
leased on a $100,000 bond. They
are due back in court onApril 22.

Transgender activist Cecilia
Gentili died of a drug overdose.
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Elmont Memorial High School students tested soil on school grounds for the water quality challenge.

Eachgets$2,500
tobuildwater
qualityprojects
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Five Long Island schools each
received $2,500 grants to help
students build projects that help
their schools improvewater qual-
ity and reduce nitrogen pollu-
tion on school grounds.

Grants in the Long Island
Water Quality STEMChallenge
were awarded by the Long Is-
land Regional Planning Council
to Walt Whitman High School
in the South Huntington School
District, Sewanhaka Central
High School, Elmont Memorial
High School, West Hempstead
Secondary School and Island
Trees Memorial Middle School.

The grants were awarded to
student-designed projects that

included creating wetlands, im-
proving drainage and diverting
runoff to reduce contaminants.

“The passion and innovation
displayed by the students and
encouragement received from
their teachers is inspiring,” the
planning council’s chairman
John Cameron said in a state-
ment. “As Long Islanders, we
need to do what we can to re-
duce nitrogen pollution which
is one of the most serious envi-
ronmental and economic chal-
lenges facing our region.”

Water quality experts, includ-
ing from the state Department
of Environmental Conserva-
tion, the planning council, the
Nassau County Soil and Water
Conservation District and the
Peconic Estuary Partnership se-
lected the winners.

Projects included eighth and
ninth graders in Island Trees,
who formed a SEEDS Club (Stu-
dents Embrace Environmental
Decisions and Solutions) and
proposed planting a rain gar-

den using water from a rooftop
and runoff drains.

Sewanhaka students in-
vented bioretention areas using
fungi and plants, with planter
boxes around a constructed
wetland/pond.

Elmont students tested soil
on school grounds and found
the highest nitrogen levels at
the softball field. Students then
suggested adding vertical
planter boxes along the field.

InWest Hempstead, students
proposed a rain garden and a
tiered drainage system for a
part of the school property that
was prone to flooding from

heavy rain.
Walt Whitman High School

Students in Huntington Station
planned to add a filter in a
downspout diverter to get rid
of contaminants directly from
the rooftops and collect water
in a storage tank.

Students in the STEM chal-
lenge were tasked with making
green infrastructure, which
was meant to teach students
about the importance of reduc-
ing nitrogen in Long Island’s
waters, starting at schools.

Officials said nitrogen is the
leading cause of deterioration
in Long Island’s estuaries,

threatening ecosystems and cre-
ating toxic algal blooms that
can kill fish, damage wetlands
and other marine life.

“ByprovidingLong Island stu-
dents with access to resources
and programs that help foster an
appreciation ofLong Island’s nat-
ural beauty, we are not only safe-
guarding critical ecosystems and
ecosystem functions, but also
providing a springboard for
Long Island students to pursue
meaningful and impactful ca-
reers in environmental steward-
ship,” saidDerekBetts of theNas-
sauCountySoil&WaterConser-
vationDistrict.

5 LI SCHOOLS
WIN GRANTS IN
STEM CONTEST

N
EW

SD
A
Y
/
T
H
O
M
A
S
A
.F
ER
R
A
R
A

BY GRANT PARPAN
grant.parpan@newsday.com

2charged indeathof transgender activist

A10
N
EW

SD
A
Y,

T
U
ES
D
A
Y,

A
PR

IL
2,

20
24

n
ew

sd
ay
.c
om


