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The $2.8 billion Midway
Crossing  development in
Ronkonkoma would modernize
the Long Island economy while
bringing high-paying jobs to Suf-
folk County and paving the way
for expansion of Long Island
MacArthur Airport, the project’s
developers said Thursday.

Officials from Chicago-based
JLL, also known as Jones Lang
LaSalle, said the combined eco-
nomic power of a convention
center, 300-room hotel, sports
arena, life sciences centers and
a long-sought northern air ter-
minal would transform 179
acres of county- and Islip
Town-owned land into a fiscal
juggernaut.

“It’s billions of dollars of an-
nual stimulus,” JLL vice chair-
man Derek Trulson said during
a presentation to the Long Is-
land Regional Planning Coun-
cil. “This is a chance to bring
the world to Long Island. . . .
We have to think big.”

The council, whose members
include elected officials and
business leaders from across
Suffolk and Nassau counties,
voted 9-0 to name Midway
Crossing a project of regional
significance. The designation is
expected to help raise funds
from public and private
sources, officials said.

Council chair John D.
Cameron Jr., an engineer on the
project, recused himself from
the vote.

Hockey Hall of Famer Pat La-
Fontaine, a JLL consultant, told
the council that the develop-
ment “really elevates Long Is-
land. It brings all of its greatest
assets, its innovation, and it re-
ally brings it forward to the fu-
ture.”

The Suffolk County Legisla-
ture in December threw its sup-
port behind the proposed devel-
opment and approved an inter-
municipal agreement with Islip
to build it on the north side of
the town-owned airport.

Renderings of proposed Midway Crossing development in Ronkonkoma that would inclu
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In a statement Wednesday,
Islip Supervisor Angie Carpen-
ter called Midway Crossing a
“transformative project, which
would not burden our property
taxpayers, [but] would instead
fully utilize our highly-edu-
cated workforce, provide high-
paying jobs, and keep our
young people on Long Island,
long into the future.”

In a joint letter of support to
Sen. Chuck Schumer in early
May, eight town supervisors, in-
cluding Carpenter, expressed
support for the project, calling
it “a regional and national at-
traction” for residents and visi-
tors alike.

Midway Crossing would gen-
erate $4.5 billion annually — a
significant economic impact
for Long Island — with an esti-
mated $1.8 billion generated an-
nually by the airport and associ-
ated tourism, developers said.
That would triple the current
economic impact of the airport.

Aspects of the project in-
clude:
® A new 300,000-square-foot
northern air terminal, which is
expected to replace the current
terminal.

m A walkable 1,800-foot corri-
dor connecting the Ronkon-
koma LIRR station to the air-
port.

B A new partnership with Ger-
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The project of regioal significance designation will help raise funds.

man tech giant Siemens AG to
pursue generating the majority
of electricity from sustainable
energy sources by 2030.

® A net-zero carbon footprint
by 2040.

JLL officials say the project is
transit-oriented, given its prox-
imity to the airport and train
station, and will also include
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions and infrastructure for bi-
cycles.

Trulson, responding to ques-
tions from council members,
said the convention center
would drive business at both
the hotel and MacArthur,
adding that one component
could not succeed without the
others. He referred to the possi-
bility of “international” flights,

-

but did not elaborate.

“This is about the future of
Long Island,” Trulson said.
“The future is now and this, we
believe, is the right opportunity
for Long Island to create some-
thing special.”

The proposal has captured
the support of business and
tourism leaders, who say the
project would be transforma-
tional for the region.

But it must secure approvals
from a hodgepodge of local,
state and federal agencies, in-
cluding the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration.

Planning and construction
are expected to take 10 to 15
years.

Long Island Association
CEO and president Matt Cohen
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complex.

said the proposal “creates a
true destination that includes
new commercial opportunities
to replace what is mostly as-
phalt now.”

The creation of the complex
will add thousands of jobs to the
region, including an estimated
4,300 in STEM, health care and
medical research fields, which
developers say they hope will en-
tice younger people to stay on
Long Island. During the con-
struction of the project, develop-
ers plan to employ approxi-
mately 14,500 people.

Former Suffolk economic de-
velopment chief Martin Cantor,
executive director of the Long
Island Center for Socio-Eco-
nomic Policy, said the project
will bring high-tech life science
jobs commanding six-figure
salaries into a part of Long Is-
land better known for low-
wage jobs.

“It’ll impact so many differ-
ent sectors,” Cantor, who is not
connected to the project, told
Newsday. “It’ll impact tourism.
It’'ll impact life sciences. It’'ll im-
pact especially MacArthur Air-
port. It'll help MacArthur Air-
port reach its full aviation po-
tential.

‘As Long Island and New
York State lose people to other
regions and baby boomers re-
tire, this establishes an entirely
new base of potential new jobs
that will bring in people to get
the high-paying jobs.”
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